
22 Robert Drive
Hyde Park, NY 12538
May 14, 1999

1502 %$ JUH-9 A1O:26
FDA Commissioner
Jane Henney; FDA
5600 Fishers Lane,
Room 14-71
Rockville, MD 20857

Dear Ms. Henney:

Docket 99P-0033/CP 1

I have just read the Humane Farming Associations Petition
to the FDA regarding the following:

Blood and blood products from all mammals, including pigs
and cows, must be prohibited for use in animal feed and pet foods.

Gelatin and gelatin by-products must not be used in
animal feed, as gelatin might carry infectious agents.

Porcine materials must not be used in animal feed because
U.S. pigs are known to have exhibited symptoms of central nervous
system disease suspected as being TSE and have been proven
susceptible to TSE in laboratory tests.

TSE-positive material absolutely must not be fed to any
animals or be used in cosmetics, fertilizer or other products.

HFA asserts that Transmissible Spongiform
Encephalopathies (TSES) are killing people, deer, elk, and sheep in
the U.S.. TSES are a mysterious class of diseases that are called
by different names in different species.

In 1988 British Mad Cow Disease was linked to feeding
rendered animal by-products to livestock. British cattle were
consuming the remains of sheep, cattle, and other animals deemed
unfit for human consumption. Despite the British outbreak, the
dangerous practice of feeding rendered meat and bonemeal to
livestock has been widely practiced in the U.S., where no
meaningful restrictions were even attempted until August 1997.

There is a long incubation period for the various forms
of this disease. Studies of people in the U.S. who have died of
some form of dementia suggest much higher levels of CJD
Creutzfeldt-Jakob Disease than commonly suspected.

Lets not
Britain, as we have
to help stop the
diseases.

wait until we have an epidemic, like in Great
been warned. We should be doing all we can now
spread of such a mysterious and devastating

Sincerely,

V2’4Mk
Elsie F. Blumberg
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